
-William Whyte

“If you want to seed a place with activity, put out food.  
At any place with a lively social life, you will invariably 
find a food vendor at the corner and a knot of people 

around him-eating, schmoozing, or just standing.”



•Benefits

•“The Portland Experience”

•Public Health

•Sidewalks/Plazas

•Curbside Vending

•Private Property

•Enforcement

•Historic Districts & BIA Areas



•Add vitality to 

neighborhood 
streetscapes

•Attract new customers 
for neighborhood 
businesses

•Public safety benefits

•Starter business 
opportunity 



•“66% of surrounding business reported a positive or 

very positive perception of food carts”

•“69% of restaurants and 94%  of other businesses 

ranked their overall impression of food carts as 

positive or very positive”

•“What do creative unemployed young people do in a 

recession? They get a micro-loan and run a food cart”

•“Food carts serve as a low cost urban design solution 

– an interim idea for locations where this is no 

market for buildings”

•Portland Street Food Evaluation at:  

http://portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=200738

http://portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=200738
http://portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=200738


•A risk based approach

•Public Health inspections

•Permitting, cart and 

vehicle plan review and 
menu approval



•Clear path of travel and setback 

standards consistent with sidewalk 

café and pedestrian master plan 

standards

•Public notice requirement

•50’ setback from food service 

establishments

•No longer require adjacent 

property/business owner permission

•Food service establishment can vend 

adjacent to their business



•Pilot project identifying a few locations where curbside vending 

would be permitted in signed zones

•“Good humor” truck sales would be legalized for non-potentially 

hazardous foods; could operate in residential zones



•Opportunities 

to activate 
vacant parcels 
and parking lots



•Effective 
enforcement 

program essential 
to success

•Funding options

•General fund 
support 

•Permit 
fees/fines



•Historic Districts

•Role of Special Review Boards

•No current oversight authority in codes

•Proposed code changes to provide 

oversight ability

•BIA Areas

•Businesses in BIA areas contribute financially 

to neighborhood improvement programs

•No current mechanism for vendor contribution

•Levy charge paid to BIA?




